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Introduction
•

Review books of the Bible: Genesis – Esther

•

Introduced to Haman

Let’s pick up here in chapter 3 and verse 6
Bible
Est 3:11 And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee.
Est 3:12 Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and there was written according to all that Haman had
commanded unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of every people of every province
according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the
king's ring.
Est 3:13 And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them
for a prey.
Est 3:14 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published unto all people, that they should be ready
against that day.
Est 3:15 The posts went out, being hastened by the king's commandment, and the decree was given in Shushan the palace. And the king and
Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan was perplexed.

Lets look a little deeper into these verses:

Est 3:11 And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee.
•

Ahasuerus appears to have been a man of an easy temper, and ready to confer the greatest obligations, without deliberation, on those
whom he loved. But there is no true wisdom without judgment and steadiness. A thoughtless man, of an easy temper, is more likely to
turn out a vicious than a virtuous character, because in a world where so many more bad than good men are to be met with, he is likely
to give up himself to the guidance of those who will lead him out of the way of understanding; or if he should be led in the right path by
some of his friends, there are others that will lead him out of it. Ahasuerus would have heaped favours upon the Jews, if Mordecai had
been to him at this time what Haman was.1

Est 3:12 Then were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and there was written according to all that Haman had
commanded unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of every people of every province
according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the
king's ring.
• From the next verse we see that the thirteenth of Adar was to be the lucky day for Haman’s purpose, which may have suggested the
thirteenth of Nisan as a suitable day for this preliminary step. Bishop Wordsworth reminds us that this day was the eve of the Passover,
so that Haman’s plot against the Jews strangely coincides in time with one five hundred years later, when the Jews themselves, aided
by heathen hands and the powers of darkness, sought to vanquish the Saviour; and as the trembling Jews of Persia were delivered by
God’s goodness, so too by His goodness Satan himself was overthrown and the Lamb that was slain did triumph. 2
•

it seems there were different people in every province, which had their rulers; and these were sent to:1

•

and letters were written in the language, and character of the language, each people spoke, that they might be understood by them:1

•

Esther 1:22 - remember the decree that each households speaking the husbands native tongue, not he wives foreign one.?

Est 3:13 And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old,
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little children and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them
for a prey.
•

The Persian system of posts is thus described by Xenophon, who attributes its introduction to Cyrus: - "Stables for horses are erected
along the various lines of route, at such a distance one from another as a horse can accomplish in a day. All the stables are provided
with a number of horses and grooms. There is a post-master to preside over each, who receives the despatches along with the tired
men and horses, and sends them on by fresh horses and fresh riders. Sometimes there is no stoppage in the conveyance even at night;
since a night courier takes up the work of the day courier,3

•

Present, the Jews keep three days - the 13th, the 14th, and the 15th of Adar - as connected with “the Feast of Purim;” but they make
the 13th a fast, commemorative of the fast of Esther Esther 4:16, and keep the feast itself on the 14th and 15th of Adar. 4

•

Adar = "glorious" - twelfth month, corresponding to modern March-April4

Est 3:14 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published unto all people, that they should be ready
against that day.
Est 3:15 The posts went out, being hastened by the king's commandment, and the decree was given in Shushan the palace. And the king and
Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan was perplexed.

•

The completeness of the word-painting in this verse is exquisite. The historian, by a simple stroke, has drawn a graphic
picture of an Oriental despot, wallowing with his favorite in sensual enjoyments, while his tyrannical cruelties were rending
the hearts and homes of thousands of his subjects.8

•

the court was agreed, but the city was divided, as the former Targum says, with the joy of strange nations, and the
weeping of the people of Israel, there being many Jews in the city; with whom no doubt there were many in connection,
through affinity or friendship, or commerce, that were concerned for them; or, however, were shocked at such a
barbarous scheme; and which they knew not where it would end, and how far they themselves might be involved in it,
when once a mob had such a power granted to them.6

Making wise choices:
Do not make them in haste
Be careful who you allow to influence your choices, be aware of their bias
Do your due diligence to research and verify information, in order to provide personal familiarity with the facts.
Be especially careful when you are told you have something to gain by someone else’s loss
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